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Build a set of boxes 
that your backyard 
bees will be proud  

to call home >> 

LI
A

M
 M

O
G

A
N

Early Summer 2018 cottagelife.com   31

Workshop



Early Summer 201832   cottagelife.com

Workshop

JA
C

Q
U

ES
 P

ER
RA

U
LT

Cottagers know that bees are in trouble. According to the David 
Suzuki Foundation, habitat loss is largely to blame. So why not give 
our little pollinator friends a leg up with this simple bee box project? 
Canada is home to hundreds of species of bees, including solitary 
mason bees (native to North America), which pollinate up to three 
times more than their honey-producing relatives. They love to nest in 
dark, narrow tunnels, such as the bamboo tubes used in this design. 
Paint your bee boxes in bright, floral colours, and you’ve got a cozy 
home base for the local pollinators to nest in when they’re not sam-
pling nearby flowers.—Paul Lewis
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tape beneath each 
join. Apply a bead  
of wood glue along 
the bottom of each 
V-groove where the 
pieces join. Now it’s 
just a matter of roll-
ing the sides up to 
form the hexagonal 
shape. ‘Clamp’ the 
final joint with some 
more painter’s tape. 
Repeat these steps 
for each of the three 
boxes, and let the 
glue set overnight. 

4 Paint each bee 
box a different 
colour (so the bees 
can distinguish 
between homes) 
using zero-VOC 
paint (for bees, the 
less nasty the stuff 
the better). Don’t 
paint the sides of 
the boxes that will 
end up being 
joined—the glue 
will adhere better. 
Once the paint has 
dried, apply glue to 
the mating surfaces, 
and clamp the 

1 Start by tipping 
the blade of your 
table saw to 30° 
from vertical. Then, 
using a short length 
of 1x4 as a guide, 
adjust the fence so 
that the resulting 
cut bevels the edge 
of the board with-
out reducing its 
width. The correct 
distance will be 
unique to your 
setup because sev-
eral factors affect 
this distance—the 
initial board width,  
the blade diameter, 
and the blade thick-
ness of your saw 
will vary. Rip one 
long edge of the 
board, then flip it 
around and rip the 
opposite edge.   

2 Once the edges of 
the 1x4 are bevelled, 
cut the board into 
6" lengths. 

3 I use one of my 
favourite wood-
working tricks to 
assemble the six 
sides together to 
form each box. Posi-
tion the six pieces 
outside face down, 
bevelled-edge to 
bevelled-edge, on  
a flat surface, and 
apply a length of 
1½"-wide painter’s 

whole assembly 
together with some 
spring clamps. Once 
the glue has set, 
add a couple of 1¼" 
wood screws to 
each connection. 
Use a stubby screw-
driver to drive the 
screws in the tight 
space. Attach the 
D-ring hangers to 
the back.

5 Cut enough 6" 
lengths of bamboo 
tubes to fill each 
box. Adhesive isn’t 
required here since 
inserting the last 
few tubes will 
tighten everything 
up, and friction will 
hold the tubes in 
place. Hang your 
boxes in a location 
sheltered from rain 
and close to eye 
level. A warm, 
south-facing spot  
is ideal for keeping 
bees comfy.

Mason bees use 
clay to furnish 
their nests.  
Dig up a bit of 
soil nearby to 
unearth some.
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Never use 
cedar for your 
bee box. It has 
natural prop-
erties which 
repel insects.

30°

What you’ll need
• 10' 1x4 pine
• 15 60" bamboo 
stakes (!/4–!/2" 
diameter)
• Painter’s tape
• Outdoor-rated 
wood glue
• Outdoor-rated, 
VOC-free paint
• !/4" wood screws
• 2 zinc D-ring 
hangers
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